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Important Dates 

05/31  Grandma & Grandpa Joe’s 
Anniversary 

06/26  Picnic at the Lake (Don’t 
forget your swimsuit!) 

07/29  Susie’s 35th Birthday 

Two Decades 

This year we celebrate our 20th Anniversary – yes that’s right, two decades 
since the Fant Wildlife Group was founded! Over the next twelve months we’ll 
be looking back at what has been achieved so far and celebrating our success; 
you are invited to join in the fun. 

There are lot opportunities for you to get in-
volved throughout the year. Check our diary of 
events for this year or like us on Facebook for 
regular updates on all our activities. 

And most importantly you must join us on 
25th June. We are having a party so don’t for-
get to save the date. 

Hedgerow 

Late last year we found to our delight 
that we had been successful in an appli-
cation for free trees through the Ovo 
Energy 2015 tree planting programme. 

On Saturday 23rd January six Rainbows, 
assisted by two Guides and four Lead-

ers from Allington planted 28 saplings including Rowan, Bird Cherry, Field 
Maple, Crab Apple and Cherry Plum. The girls watered them in well and will be 
returning over the next few months to 
check on progress. 

Hedgerows are very important for wildlife. 
They provide nectar-rich blossom in the 
spring and berries in autumn. Some of the 
most important and endangered species in 
the UK rely on them; from butterflies and 
small mammals to insects and wildflowers. 

Spring 2016 

Upcoming Events 
 
• Saturday 12th March 
Workparty 10am-12.30 
 
• Saturday 19th March 
Easter Trail from 2pm  
 
• Saturday 26th March 
Nature Spotter - Small Mammals 
from 10am 
 
• Saturday 2nd April 
Nature Spotter - Newts 
from 7:30pm 
 
• Saturday 9th April 
Workparty 10am-12.30 
 
• Wednesday 20th April 
Committee meeting 7.30pm 
 
• Saturday 14th May 
Workparty 10am-12.30 
 
• Saturday 28th May 
Nature Spotter - Wildflowers 
from 2pm 
 
Our regular workparty takes place 
on the second Saturday of each 
month from 10am. You can get 
involved with all kinds of activi-
ties to help keep your nature 
reserve in great condition.  
 
Committee Meetings 
Trustees of the Fant Wildlife 
Group meet every 6 weeks. We 
are currently looking for a new 
venue, so if you have any bright 
ideas let us know. 
 
You can find out more infor-
mation about upcoming events 
on our website and facebook 
page. 

Flowering Crabapple 

Crabapple fruit 



Contact Us 
www.fantwildlife.org.uk 
 
www.facebook.com/fantwildlifearea 
 
fantwildlifegroup@yahoo.co.uk 
 
SMS/Voicemail: 07598 141322 
 
If you have a story you would like 
to share in our newsletter please get 
in touch. Our newsletter is 
published and distributed to 
members quarterly in March, June, 
September and December. 

Spring Clean 

On 14th January we were visited by our friends from Med-
way Valley Countryside Partnership. The Thursday Action 
Group (TAG) completed the annual spring clean of the 
main pond. In addition they relocating some of the yellow 
flag iris, repaired a step, cleaned the paths around the pond 
of vegetation and erected two bird boxes. 

We would like to thank all the volunteers for their hard 
work and look forward to seeing you next year. 

New for 2016 

As you may know, we hold a range of events throughout the year, 
providing opportunities to spot wildlife, from flowering plants in 
spring and summer to butterflies, bumblebees, grasshoppers and 
crickets. 

This year we have introduced 
two new events to our calendar 
- a torchlight newt survey on 
Saturday 2nd April, and a bat walk on Saturday 18th June. 

If you can’t join us for these events there are lots of other opportunities 
throughout the year. We hope that you will be able to take part. 

Step by Step 

In last year’s autumn edition of the newsletter, we reported the results of a con-
sultation with members of the group and our community. Those who completed 
the consultation put conservation designations and legislation as their top prior-
ity. You told us that we should seek legal protection for the Fant Wildlife Area 
to ensure that it can never be built on. 

It was with this support that we were able to restart our negotiations with Maid-
stone Borough Council with the intention of agreeing a 99 year lease to safe-
guard the Fant Wildlife Area for the next generation. 

Some eagle-eyed readers may have spotted 
in the Kent Messenger on 8th January 
2016 notification that Maidstone Borough 
Council intends to dispose of leasehold 
interest in 39,500 sq. meters of land at 
Unicumes Lane, Maidstone. This is the first 
step we must take in the process. 

I’m pleased to say that no objections were 
raised with the Council so we can proceed 
with the next stage of the negotiation. We 
hope to give you more good news later 
this year. 

The Thursday Action Group 

Triturus Vulgaris Larva 

Pipistrellus in flight 


